
 
 
 
 

Grounds and Environmental Services Committee 
 

Date:  6th March 2023   

 

Title:  Ouzel Meadow Management 
 

Purpose of the Report:  
 
To receive and consider a request from The Greensand Trust in extending their 
Higher-Level Stewardship agreement with Natural England. 
 

Contact Officer:  
Ian Haynes, Head of Grounds and Environmental Services 
 

Corporate Objective/s  

Implications:   

Financial Yes £5,000 annual cost to be met from revenue 
budget 4113/230 (Countryside/Conservation 
Management) and  
£15,000 one-off cost to be met from Grounds & 
Env.Services earmarked reserve 9024/950 
(current available funds of £33,576) 

Human Resources No  

Operational/Service 
delivery 

Yes Continuation of the Higher Level Stewardship 
allows the Ouzel Meadows to be managed with 
minimal impact on Town Council staff 

Procedural/Legal No  

Risk/Health and Safety Yes As landowner LLTC has a duty to ensure fencing 
is secure 
Open Spaces Act 1906 (power to maintain land) 
Public Authority Duty to conserve biodiversity 

Environmental Aims Yes Higher Level Stewardships under Natural 
England protect and preserve environments, 
wildlife and natural resources.  

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Should the Grounds and Environmental Services Committee be minded: - 
 

1.1 To consider and approve as landowner the extension of the Higher-Level 
Stewardship held by The Greensand Trust for up to a further 5 years and 
contribute £5,000 per annum to The Greensand Trust. 
 

1.2 To approve the expenditure of £15,000 to renew 1.3 km fence line.  
 



 
  
2. BACKGROUND 

 
2.1 The Greensand Trust have held an entry level plus higher-level stewardship 

(HLS) agreement ref AG00332670 with Natural England (NE) since 1st 
November 2010.  This Government endorsed scheme has as its primary 
objectives: 

 

 Wildlife conservation 

 Maintenance and enhancement of landscape quality and character 

 Natural resource protection 

 Protection of the historic environment 

 Promotion of public access and understanding of the countryside 
 
2.2 The Greensand Trust has been approached by NE to extend the existing HLS 

agreement for up to a further 5 years and as landowner requires the Town 
Council’s permission to extend.  

 
2.3 However, The Greensand Trust has indicated that the man hours required for 

the contract incur costs not fully covered by the HLS, which they have had to 
absorb. They have requested an annual payment of £5,000 (with an annual 
index linked increase) to be made by the Town Council in addition to income 
received by them from NE.  This request is considered reasonable and can be 
met within the annual revenue budget.  

 
2.4  There is also the requirement to renew the Ouzel Meadows fence line from 

Twelve Arches to the Globe Public House in its entirety (total length 1,247 
metres) due to the current one being beyond economical repair. In its current 
state, grazing cattle could not return next year without the increasing risk of 
them straying. 

 
2.5  Officers have obtained costs for constructing a new fence line a couple of 

metres in from the original, due to the amount of vegetation and tree growth 
through the original fence (this is the preferred option as the original line could 
be left in place and used as a further obstacle should cattle get though the 
new fence line in the future). Cost for renewing the fence £14,676.88 which 
can be met through earmarked reserves.  

 
 
3. CONCLUSION 

 
3.1 Should Members be minded to approve this extension, the Meadows will 

remain in the HLS, thereby ensuring town council duties in respect of open 
space management and duty to preserve biodiversity continue to be met.  In 
order for the land to continue to be managed in a natural way through the 
grazing cattle, the fence line will be renewed to ensure the land boundary is 
secure.  

 
End.  


